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An eyes on undergrads 


Arts and Science showcase a hit 





Arts and Science students deliver their pitches on April 9. 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


At 9:15 on Friday morning, the oral pre- 
sentations began. Some of the brightest 
students from the Faculty of Arts and 
Science were on site to present their 
research to a panel of judges in the J.A. 
DeSeéve Cinema. 

Outside in the lobby of the Library 
Building, more than 75 students were 
milling about, setting up their posters on 
cork boards to prepare for passing stu- 
dents, professors and visitors. 

By 4 p.m., it was all over. Wine was 
poured, cheese platters unwrapped and 
nerves settled. 

The fourth annual Undergraduate 
Research Day gave these students a 
much-needed opportunity to talk about 
their work, says the Faculty’s Associate 
Dean Cathy Bolton, who organized the 
event with Research Facilitators Michele 
Kaplan and Mona Hamzeh, and 
Associate Dean, Research and Graduate 
Studies, Graham Carr. 

“Selling yourself, marketing yourself — 
it's training for whatever you want to do 
in life” Bolton says. “Sure, some of the 
students were a little nervous starting 


out, but after a few minutes they were 
going full steam ahead.’ 

Thirty-six judges from across the 
departments circulated during the adju- 
dication to evaluate the posters and the 
oral presentations. 

Journalism student Gaélle Engelberts 
stood at the podium in the DeSéve and 
confidently told the audience about the 
role of science journalists in Canada with 
the aid of PowerPoint slides. 

As part of a larger project supervised 
by assistant professor David Secko, she 
and a classmate did preliminary work 
interviewing 19 science journalists 
across Canada. The project aims to 
develop clearer models for production 
standards. 

“This work is exploratory. It's really 
designed to enlarge our thinking,’ she 
said. “It was a great way for me to see 
what is waiting for me outside univer- 
sity.” 

Back in the lobby, honours chemistry 
and co-op student Sara Aly was waiting 
by her poster, ready to convince the pub- 
lic that chemistry is the future. 

“You can't get away from it, it’s every- 
where, she said. 


Aly is graduating this semester and 
cant help but smile while talking about 
her experience. “I worked with a great 
supervisor. You could ask any question 
without feeling stupid.’ 

After two semesters of intensive 
research attempting to optimize a new 
method in cross-coupling reactions 
(which could one day by applied to drug 
synthesis), she said the hardest part was 
condensing her results into 16 panels for 
her display. 

Cash prizes worth $1 800 were hand- 
ed out to the top six students. 

The best oral presentation awards 
went to Menachem Freedman from the 
Liberal Arts College, Kiran Vadagan 
from psychology and Lyn Charland 
from sociology and anthropology. 

The best poster prizes went to Emilie 
Roberts from history, Joey Nguyen from 
chemistry and _ biochemistry and 
Francine Small from sociology and 
anthropology. 

The event was funded by the Canadian 
Institutes of Health Research and 
NSERC. Find out more about the Faculty 
of Arts and Science at artsandscience. 
concordia.ca. 
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Bridging social and technical worlds 





New prof brings unique perspective to Concordia, Congress 


Russ COOPER 

“I really like Montreal and I’ve 
had some great experiences 
since coming to Concordia,’ 
says one of the newest additions 
to the ENCS General Studies 
Unit, professor Govind 
Gopakumar. 

It's been just more than seven 
months since Gopakumar 
joined the GSU after completing 
his PhD at _ Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute in Troy, 
N.Y. in the field of Science, 
Technology and Society, an 
interdisciplinary field heavily 
weighted towards engineering, 
but balanced by many aspects of 
the social sciences. 

His position, straddling the 
social and the technical, has led 
him to his first Congress of the 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
Gopakumar will be presenting 
his research as a member of the 
Society of International 
Development, one of more than 
70 academic societies attending 
the conference. 

His research focuses on the 


New 


KAREN HERLAND 


It's not every day that you can 
revamp a 70-year-old mathe- 
matical formula and get pub- 
lished in the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society, produced by the 
oldest scientific society in the 
world. 

“It was really exciting, Sir 
Isaac Newton was one of the for- 
mer presidents of the society, 





social and technical dynamics 
of change in urban infrastruc- 
ture. “When it comes to how 
infrastructures such as energy 
or transportation evolve over 
time, you often would think 
they're guided purely by techni- 
cal reasoning, but there are 
often societal and _ political 
choices, he says, pointing to the 
revamp of the Turcot Inter- 
change as a current example 
(see Journal, Oct. 15, 2009). 

By the same token, at 
Congress he's aiming to pro- 
mote technology to the develop- 
ment studies community to help 
them understand its impor- 
tance with regard to develop- 
ment of any kind. 

“Often when someone in arts 
and science thinks about tech- 
nology, it’s thought about in an 
institutional manner. But what's 
often missed is the technical 
basis for some decisions, he 
says. 

“Why a water supply is 
designed a certain way is often a 
product of the water supply net- 
work; the nature of the valves, 


the pressure throughout the sys- 
tem... these technical decisions 
aren't understood well enough 
by development practitioners. 
That's something I hope I can 
help with’ 

A significant portion of his 





research looks at a relatively 
new governance strategy called 
the public-private partnership 
(PPP), “a cooperative venture 
between the public and private 
sectors, built on the expertise of 
each partner, that best meets 


One formula for success 


said Yogendra Chaubey of his 
publication in Series A of the 
Proceedings, addressing mathe- 
matics and the physical sci- 
ences. 

Chaubey has been teaching in 
the Department of Mathematics 
and Statistics since 1979. His 
primary interest is in survival 
analysis: essentially, mathemati- 
cal modeling to determine the 
life expectancy of, well, any- 


Yogendra Chaubey has taught mathematics for more than three decades. 
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thing. The field develops models 
capable of accounting for a 
number of, sometimes inter- 
related, variables. 

In engineering, similar model- 
ing is used in reliability analysis 
to determine how long a partic- 
ular infrastructure can function 
in relation to all of its parts. In 
medicine, the principles are 
used in survival distribution to 
determine life expectancy. 
Actuarial mathematics uses the 
concept in insurance calcula- 
tions. 

Chaubey was studying the 
theory behind the modeling dis- 
tribution while on sabbatical in 
2008. “I've been interested in 
this for a long time.’ 

He was building on 
Khintchine's theorem, devel- 
oped by a Russian mathemati- 
cian in 1938, that deals with rep- 
resentation of distributional 
patterns of symmetric data 
where the numbers will plot on 
the positive side of the scale 
symmetrically (mirror-image) to 
the negative side with 0 being 


the central point. A symmetrical 
model means that having infor- 
mation related to only positive 
side of the scale, the full pattern 
can still be determined. The 
Gaussian or normal distribution 
is a prime example of such dis- 
tribution that forms the basis of 
a lot of statistical theory. 

Last year this theory got some 
further attention when Govind 
Mudholkar, at the University of 
Rochester, developed a concept 
of different kind of symmetry for 
values on the positive side of the 
line (the half-line), without the 
negative values. This is much 
more in keeping with the kind of 
statistical applications used for 
survival analysis, where the sur- 
vival data do not have negative 
values. 

Chaubey took the analysis 
one step further. He was able to 
develop a model between the 
values of 0 and 1, relating to the 
model developed by Mudholkar, 
that parallels Khintchines rep- 
resentation for the symmetric 
unimodal distributions. In 
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clearly defined public needs 
through the appropriate alloca- 
tion of resources, cisks. and 
rewards, as. defined by the 
Canadian Council on Pabir- 
Private Partnerships. 

By examining PPPs, hes pr- 
marily interested in the durabil- 
ity of water supply systems in 
developing areas. For his PhD 
fieldwork, he closely examined 
that of a few cities (Bangalore, 
Chennai, and Kochi) in his 
native India where, “there is a 
lot of change happening very 
rapidly,’ he says. 

In addition to teaching the 
undergraduate class ENCS 392: 
Impact of Technology in Society 
this fall, Gopakumar is prepar- 
ing to conduct research on how 
the infrastructure needs of 
Canadas First Nations commu- 
nities are being met and sus- 
tained. 

He's hoping to study past PPPs 
in Quebec and Ontario to adapt 
successes into remote First 
Nations communities with the 
goal of creating long-lasting 
water systems. 


mathematical model has implications for medicine and engineering 


other words, his contribution 
creates a model within a finite 
scale, so that the whole pattern 
can be easily visualized. “We 
cant see the pattern all the way 
to infinity, but we can see it to 1” 
Establishing a complete pattern 
allows those working on proba- 
bilistic forecasting to be that 
much more precise. 

Consulting with others in the 
field he initially thought his con- 
tribution might be a footnote to 
Mudholkar's work. Instead, there 
was enough excitement for a new 
paper to be co-authored, combin- 
ing their work with another 
expert on the subject, M.C. Jones, 
of the Open University in Milton 
Keynes, U.K. 

The implications for this will 
be seen in the coming years as 
the model is adapted across dis- 
ciplines, “We can generate many 
new distribution patterns and 
estimate survival information, 
said Chaubey, adding that the 
model could facilitate certain 
calculations in engineering or 
medicine. 





3 


CONCORDIA JOURNAL | April #5, 2010 





Canada Research Chairs 





just keep coming 





Supporting research into addiction and stress 


Russ COOPER 
Three Concordia researchers 
have been reconfirmed as 
Canada Research Chairs (CRC), 
as announced March 26 by the 
Hon. Gary Goodyear, Minister of 
State, Science and Technology. 

Psychology Professor Uri 
Shalev is reconfirmed as 
Canada Research Chair (Tier 2) 
in Neurobiology of Drug Use; 
Professor Vincent Martin as the 
CRC (Tier 2) in Microbial 
Genomics and Engineering; and 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Professor Chris Wilds as the 
CRC (Tier 2) in Biological 
Chemistry. 


there's a kind of recognition for 
what you have done. So, not sur- 
prisingly, it feels nice? 

Since last reporting on his 
research (see Thursday Report, 
May 15, 2005), Shalev, who came 
to Concordia in 2004 for his first 
term as a CRC, has continued 
examining the environmental 
and psychological conditions 
that trigger drug abuse relapse. 
Specifically, he's focused on the 
effects of food deprivation as a 
source of stress. 

“I know where in the brain | 
want to look, but now I want to 
look at particular neurons and 
their pathways, he says. “If we 
know that, we can come up with 
ways to interfere with those 
pathways, and that might allow 
us to modify behaviour. 

“This renewal will allow me to 
get to the next phase.” 

The shift from lab rats to 
human subjects in his research 
is one Shalev is eager to further 
in his renewed CRC term. 
Utilizing a method he began 
using six months ago, Shalev 
will continue using functional 
magnetic resonance imaging 
(FMRI) on the human brain - a 
technique which creates an 
image of the live human brain 
while it’s working. 

“With prolonged restriction, 
the brain and body adapt._ 
People who are dieting go on 
long restrictions, Shalev says. 
“During which time, there are 


Psychology Professor and Canada Research Chair (Tier 2) in Neurobiology 
of Drug Use Uri Shalev 


all sorts of signals that go back 
and forth between the brain and 
the body, something I'm really 
interested in. By doing this, 
were opening a whole new area 
to look into’ 


“When youre in 
basic research, you 
never know what it 

will take for someone 
to catch onto some- 
thing you've found 
and come up with a 
real world treatment.” 


In one of his most recent 


experiments, he’s been using the» 
FMRI technology to examine — 
the brains of smokers who are- 


subjected to a regulated: and 
reduced diet, scrutinizing the 
difference:in nicotine cravings 
after eating versus while hungry. 
“This..will allow. us a‘peek into 
the brain of hungry addicts,’ he 
says. 

His research isn't directly 





related to developing treatment. 
Rather, he is providing the sci- 
entific information for industry 
to potentially create treatment 
- a dynamic he knows well. 
Before coming to Concordia, 
Shalev was head of the behavi- 
ural laboratory in a pharmaceu- 
tical company in his native 
Israel. 

“When youre in_ basic 
research, you never know what 
it will take for someone to catch 
onto something you've found 
and come up with a real world 
treatment.’ 

He says a “magic pill” to cure 
relapse behaviour is still elusive, 
if possible at all, as he's finding 
the interactions between physi- 


, ological ‘and’ neurological sys- 


tems are more complex than 
previously understood. He ques- 
tions.the moral and sociahimpli- 
cations of a treatment to make a 
person ‘anaddicted- 

“It would be great to have a 
‘magic pill’, but were finding 
triggers have different neuro- 
chemical systems for relapse. If 
youre treating stress risk, you 
may not be protected from re- 
exposure to drugs.” 
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Concordia is involved in an international $2.5 million project on 
Religion and Diversity. Department of Religion Professor Donald 
Boisvert Is among 36 team members from 24 universities in 
Canada, Australia, France, U.K. and U.S. that wilbreceive the funds 
from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) 
as part of the Major Collaborative Research Initiatives (MCRI) pro- 


gram. 


The project will present diversity as a potential resource instead of a 
complication. The team will also propose strategies’ for equality to 
advance knowledge and enhance public policy decision-making. 


“~GQvO 


Congratulations to Department of Computer Science and Software 
Engineering Professor Tien Bui and graduate student Dongwook 
Cho for being named as recipients of the 2010 Signal Processing: 
Image Communication Best Paper Award from the European 
Association for Signal Processing (EURASIP). The winning paper 
“Multivariate statistical modeling for image denoising using wavelet 
transforms” was published in volume 20 of the peer-reviewed jour- 
nal Signal Processing: Image Communication. The award consists of a 
certificate and a cash prize. 


“QO 
Great news from the Faculty of Fine Arts. 


Kudos to undergraduate electroacoustics undergraduate Tyler 
Fitzmaurice for winning the inaugural alcides Award in 
Electroacoustics, named after electroacoustic artist and McGill pro- 
fessor alcides lanza, at a Hyatt Regency Hotel gala March 25. The 
new award was established by Director of the Concordia University 
Electronic Music Studio Kevin Austin to honour the career of 
lanza, whom Austin has worked with as a professor, collaborator 
and friend for 39 years. The prize this year was $500. 


OWVddIHS 53W 





(Left to right) lanza, Fitzmaurice, Austin). 


Mel Hoppenheim was the 2010 recipient of the Academy 
Achievement Award at the Genie Awards on April 12. Hoppenheim, 
who founded the film equipment rental company Panavision in 1965 
and has continued as a successful entrepreneur, philanthropist and 
community leader. He became the benefactor of Concordia’ 
Cinema Department in 1997 with a generous donation used to 
establish the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema (MHSoC). 


MHSoC Advisory Board Member René Malo was honoured with a 
lifetime achievement award at the 2010 Jutra Award ceremony 
March 28 for his pioneering work as a producer and distributor of 
films. 


Intermedia/cyberarts undergraduate Craig Fahmer has won a 
prestigious Disney Memorial Pausch Fellowship for his MFA at 
Carnegie Mellon University. The fellowship is in honour of former 
Carnegie Mellon professor Randy Pausch. The Walt Disney 
Company, with whom Pausch served as an imagineer in 1995, 
announced the creation of the fellowship in 2009. 


“Qo 


A retrospective exhibition of the paintings of Donald F. Andrus 
(Art History, retired) is being held by the Beaverbrook Art Gallery in 
Fredericton, N.B. The exhibition, titled These Stones, This Sea, 
Dreaming will be on view from April 18 to June 13. 
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New Director 
of Administration 


President Judith Woodsworth is 
pleased to announce that 
Johanne Pelletier will be joining 
her office as Director of 
Administration May I. 

Pelletier’s responsibilities will 
include supervising the opera- 
tional requirements of the 
President's office, overseeing the 
flow of communications and rep- 
resenting the office on various 
committees and working groups. 

Pelletier draws upon a rich uni- 
versity experience, having served 
as  Secretary-General and 
Director, Records/Information 
Management, at McGill. She 
holds an MA in Communications 
from McGill. She is a graduate of 
the Rotman’ School _ of 
Management’s Directors Edu- 





The long-anticipated tunnel linking the metro system to the Hall and LB Buildings is now open. Not only will the underground passage protect 
students, faculty and staff from the winter elements, it will also allow people an alternative to avoid the heavy traffic above ground. 


cation Program and a certified 
corporate director. 

“I am very pleased to welcome 
Johanne to her new position, said 
Woodsworth. “She has extensive 
experience in university affairs, 
and is enthusiastic and profes- 
sional. She is known as a diligent, 
conscientious and collaborative 
colleague, with a proven record of 
providing support to senior uni- 
versity leadership.’ 

Pelletier replaces Sandra-Lynn 
Spina, who is retiring after a dis- 
tinguished 33-year career at 
Concordia. Before becoming 
Director of Administration, Spina 
served in University Advance- 
ment and Alumni Relations, and 
in University Communication 
Services. 





rT = te 
J 


Cisco Canada 
supports CIISE 


Students associated with the Internet Protocol! surveillance and 
Concordia Institute for Infor- emergency-notification systems. 
mation Systems Engineering On hand for the announcement 
(CISSE) will benefit from enhanced were (from left) Mourad Debbabi, 
facilities with the establishment of Director of CHSE; Robin Drew, 
the Cisco Network Security Dean of Concordia’s Faculty of 
& « * 

Laboratory, courcesy of Cisco Engineering and Computer 
Canada. Science; Nitin Kawale, President of 
The donation of leading-edge Cisco Canada; Judith Woodsworth, 
equipment and software, valued at Concordia President; Jean-Claude 
more than $400 000, includes a Ouellet, Cisco Canada’s VP of Sales; 
virtual private network, a firewall, Kathy Assayag, Concordia VP, 
remote-workforce security, intru- Advancement and = Alumni 
sion prevention and advanced Relations; and Michel Houde, Cisco 
access control. It also includes Canada’s VP, National Public Sector 
integrated physical security, and Eastern Canada. 
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Fritsch heading home 


Philosophy chair recognized by Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


In the late 1990s, philosophy 
Chair Matthias Fritsch took a 
few classes at the Free 
University of Berlin while com- 
pleting his PhD at Villanova 
University in ‘Pennsylvania. 

Little did he know that more 
than a decade later, two of his 
professors, Christoph Menke 
and Stefan Gosepath, would 
become interested in his work 
and invite him to apply for a 
prestigious Humboldt 
Research Fellowship _ for 
Experienced Researchers. He 
won. 

The connection was a happy 
coincidence. Fritsch doesn't 
think they realized he was one 
of their former students. 

“But I’m very -pleased. This 
will give me an opportunity to 
work with some very good peo- 
ple during my sabbatical, he 
said during a phone interview 
with the Journal. 

The flexible fellowship is typ- 
ically geared toward foreigners 
who can spend up to 18 
months conducting research at 
an institution in Germany. 
Fritsch, who was born in 
Ochtrup in the north, has been 
away long enough that his 
German passport was not an 
impediment to qualify for the 
award. 

This June, he is packing his 





Humbolt Fellowship winner Matthias Fritsch will be spending his sabbatical in Frankfurt studying intergenera- 
tional justice. 


family up and heading oversees 
for 12 months. He will conduct 
research, give talks and work 
on a manuscript at the 
Formation of Normative 
Orders, a new cutting-edge 
research centre at Goethe 
University Frankfurt. 

Europe has been a hub of 
activity for political theory and 


ethics for decades. The universi- 
ty itself is known for its associa- 
tions with the Institute for 
Social Research, whose world- 
renowned theorists like Jiirgen 
Habermas and Max Horkheimer 
became part of the Frankfurt 
School. 

During his fellowship, he will 
continue his research into inter- 


generational justice. One area 
that he is looking at is sustain- 
ability, which is typically defined 
as meeting today’s needs with- 
out compromising the needs of 
tomorrow's people. 

How can future people have 
needs, he asks? To what extent 
can they claim rights if they do 
not exist? What do we owe 
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them? If we are contributing to 
bringing them into this world, 
how can they possibly com- 
plain? 

If we are in a position to act 
morally for the future, it’s 
because we are heirs, he contin- 
ues. The debt we have incurred 
from our parents is best dis- 
charged by giving to the people 
of tomorrow - intergenerational 
reciprocity. 

“We've been given an inhab- 
itable world that still has room 
for human life in it. We must 
keep it inhabitable, Fritsch 
says, citing the Native 
American proverb which says, 
“We do not inherit the earth 
from our ancestors, we borrow 
it from our children. 

Fritsch’s work is geared 
towards rethinking democratic 
values and institutions on this 
basis. 

Before coming to Concordia 
in 2002, he taught at Miami 
University of Ohio. He conduct- 
ed SSHRC-funded research 
until 2008 about the discourse 
of democracy and has pub- 
lished extensively, with a forth- 
coming article in the European 
Journal of Political Theory. He 
plans to return to Concordia 
for the fall 2011 semester. 

For more information about 
the Formation of Normative 
Orders, visit www.normative 
orders.net/en. * 





Research initiatives and opportunities for students highlighted 


Recently, both the administra- 
tion and the Career 
Management Services of the 
John Molson School of Business 
have prepared publications to 
get ready for a green spring. 

Behind the Research, the 
Faculty’s first edition of its 
newest newsletter, is a snapshot 
of the research and personalities 
at the JMSB. The first edition, 
titled Sustainability@/MSB, pro- 
vides a glimpse into the 
research and environmental ini- 
tiatives currently conducted at 
the JMSB in support of its drive 
to practice and promote busi- 
ness sustainability. 

The inaugural edition gives a 
brief overview of the efforts of 


JSMB introduces two new publications 


Accountancy Professor Charles 
Cho (see Journal, Sept. 11, 2008), 
Management Professor Judith 
Walls (see Journal, April 1, 2010), 
news about the opening of the 
David O’Brien Centre for 
Sustainable Enterprise and its 
plans for the future, as well as a 


- profile of the student-run John 


Molson Sustainable Business 
Group (JSG). 

Future issues of the biannual 
periodical, available both in 
print and online, will focus on 
the positive impact of the new 
knowledge being created at the 
JMSB and its commitment to 
creating innovative, sustainable 
research. 

The JMSB’s Career Manage- 


ment Services (CMS) has also 
published the Sustainable Scoop, 
an online-only magazine. 

Now on its fourth edition, the 
purpose of the quarterly publi- 
cation is to connect students 
with green-minded companies 
who are proactively making a 
difference. It provides links, job 
search tips, and job and intern- 
ship ads. It also supplies tips on 
greener living and announce- 
ments of external events hap- 
pening around the city. 

Its goal is to build awareness 
among students of the possibili- 
ties of a sustainable frame of 
mind in business, as well as help 
the community further under- 
stand the importance of sus- 


tainable concepts from a per- 
sonal and professional stand- 
point. 

Looking ahead, CMS teams 
up with the JSG to present the 
Sustainable Business Day each 
fall (see Journal, Nov. 20, 2008 
and Nov. 26, 2009). For the next 
edition, scheduled for 
November, organizers have 
already booked spokespeople 
from RICOH, Rubbermaid and 
SIMS Minerals to speak of their 
respective shifts towards green- 
er business practices. 

While the Sustainable 
Business Day is a separate event 
from the Sustainable Business 
Conference (see Journal, April 1, 
2010), the motivation to con- 


nect students with sustainable 
businesses remains the same. 

“Sustainability is increasingly 
becoming an important objec- 
tive for business as they seek 
knowledge and employees who 
can help them reconcile their 
profitability with their social 
and environmental perform- 
ance; says JMSB Dean Sanjay 
Sharma. “JMSB is proud to be 
amongst the leading public 
schools that is creating new 
knowledge and educating man- 
agers who can manage for the 
future in a sustainable business 
environment.’ 

Read both publications, as 
well as other JMSB reports, at 
tinyurl.com/jmsbpublications. 
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Espace recherche at Congress 


A range of ways to present research and creative projects 





Russ COOPER 


The thousands of delegates and 
visitors coming to Concordia for 
the Congress of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences this spring 
can look forward to a new way to 
experience research and creative 
output. 

Guided by this year's theme of 
Connected Understanding/le 
savoir branché, Espace recherche 
will be a series of non-stop exhi- 
bitions that connect research and 
researchers in unique ways with 
the potential to catalyze further 
collaboration. 

Co-producers David Ward and 
Prem Sooriyakumar have been 
working closely with the Office of 
Research and Congress organiz- 
ers on the three projects that will 
make up Espace recherche and 
be displayed = throughout 
Congress, May 28 to June 4. 

Walking in the MB Building 
Atrium, the first thing visitors will 
notice is the stock ticker isnt 
scrolling anything from Wall St. 
The Ticker Text project will 
refashion the ticker into a scroll- 
ing, interactive poetry project. 

Using a website (currently 
being created by computation 
arts undergrad Mathieu 
Tremblay), they're working with 
English Department Professor 
and Chair Jason Camlot, the pro- 
ject’s curator, to gather thoughts 
_and poems of a maximum of 140- 

characters from English depart- 
ment faculty and Camlot’s cre- 
ative writing students. 

They hope to amass hundreds 
of these short submissions to ini- 
tially populate the ticker during 
the first days of the conference 
and draw Congress-goers into 
participating. Anyone wanting to 
become part of the project can 


log onto the website and input ' 


their own original 140-character 
poem. The hope is to provoke 
reactions from other poetic 
passers-by who might be inspired 
to write something and thus cre- 
ate an on-going flow. 

The theme, Ward explains, 
builds on Thomas Edison's con- 
cept of the original ticker tape for 
transmitting stock prices. “The 
entries will be moderated, but 
each bit of text on the JMSB tick- 
er will incorporate numbers or 
numerals in some way to keep 
the historical thread.’ 

Looking up from the ticker to 
the second floor, visitors will 
notice the suspended meeting 
room transformed into The 


Computation arts undergrad Mathieu Tremblay is creating the website for Espace recherche’s Ticker Text project. 


Think Box: a contained, drop-in, 
four-channel sound system and 
two projector equipped environ- 
ment where people can experi- 
ence the multimedia work creat- 
ed by a wide range of Concordia 
faculty and students in a continu- 
ous engaging stream. 

In mid-March, Ward and 
Sooriyakumar put out a call for 
submissions through faculty 
communications advisors. Thus 
far, they've received “many, many 
hours” of submissions from every 
corner of the university. 

Already scheduled are collabo- 
rations with the FOFA Gallery, 
Matralab Director and Canada 
Research Chair in Inter-X Arts 
Sandeep Bhagwati, as well as 
many student works. “Everything 
from short animated works to 
feature films to SSHRC-funded 
projects, says Ward. 

Continuing up to the reception 
area on top of the suspended box, 
a space they've renamed The 
Cloud Deck’ for these purposes, 
the area will host a continuous 
display of a unique prototype 
web application. Currently with- 
out a formal name, it’s a project 
aiming to create new ways to 
connect Concordia researchers 


to each other as well as to the 
public outside the university. 

Ward and Sooriyakumar have 
been interviewing numerous 
researchers, asking them to 
choose roughly a dozen word 
descriptors, or word tags, that 
best illustrate their research top- 
ics and fields of study. The tags 
will then be amalgamated into 
word clouds that essentially sum 
up the researcher and his or her 
interests. 

The producers hope that by 
generating a word cloud for many 
Concordia researchers, they'll be 
able to see connections across 
disciplines that weren't immedi- 
ately apparent before. 

“Take the field of 3D imaging as 
one example; says Ward, whos 
stepping outside his role as 
Associate Director of the Centre 
for Ethnographic Research and 
Exhibition in the Aftermath of 
Violence for this project. “We 
have people in geography, in engi- 
neering, in fine arts doing some- 
thing with this, maybe even oth- 
ers I dont know about yet. 

“We're trying to show just how 
connected the research and peo- 
ple around the university really 
are; says Ward. “This is literally 
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‘Connected Understanding’ of 
ideas.’ 

As a proof of concept rather 
than a finished product, the 
project will be demonstrated 
with four large LCD screens 
each with a mouse as the only 


‘tool for interaction (“It’s 
designed so you dont need a 
keyboard,’ says Ward). 


For roughly a year, the idea for 
Espace has been under develop- 
ment. Late last spring, Congress 
2010 Convenor Ronald Rudin 
began asking for ideas for 
unique events to showcase 
Concordia, as well as create an 
energized environment at 
Congress. Around this time, 
Sooriyakumar, a film production 
student from 1999 to 2001, was 
introduced to Ward by History 
Professor Erica Lehrer (his Mile 
End neighbour) and shortly 
thereafter, the two began devel- 
oping the idea to make research 
more accessible. The discus- 
sions carried on over the sum- 
mer, and by early fall 2009, the 
concepts for the three projects 
began to take shape. 

“It has a long way to go before 
it launches. This will be version 
1.0 of something much bigger,’ 
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says Sooriyakumar, “but this has 
the potential to facilitate much 
more interdisciplinary collabo- 
ration in the future.’ 


There's still time to be a part of 
the Espace recherche Think Box 
project at Congress. 

The Office of Graduate Studies 
and Office of Research are seek- 
ing submissions for a Graduate 
Research Slam to be displayed in 
the Think Box. Graduate stu- 
dents and postdoctoral fellows 
are encouraged to submit pro- 
posals to present research per- 
taining to human _ rights. 
Organizers are seeking an alter- 
native to the Pecha Kucha format 
of 20 slides and 20 seconds per 
slide; the Graduate Research 
Slam will be 20 slides with nine 
seconds per image, for a total 
presentation time of three min- 
utes. 

The May 30 event will be 
emceed by newly-appointed 
Dean of Graduate Studies 
Graham Carr. Deadline for sub- 
missions is April 30. For more 
information about this event or 
Congress at Concordia, visit 
www.concordia.ca/congress2010. 
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Improving campus/community conversation 


More green, fewer fences, make good neighbours 


KAREN HERLAND 


Converting concrete sprawl into 
a green oasis is always a wel- 
come strategy. Building bridges 
between Concordia and local 
residents is an added bonus. 

On April 1, members of 
Sustainable Concordia and 
other campus reps sat down 
with some of the residents and 
shopkeepers from the area 
around the Hall Building to 
strategize about making it hap- 
pen. 

Sustainable Concordia 
Coordinator Jenn Davis said this 
was the first formal opportunity 
for representatives from the 
community and the university 
to brainstorm ways to improve 
the immediate vicinity of this 
section of Quartier Concordia. 
But far from the last. 

Davis's team went door-to- 
door on both Mackay and 
Bishop between De 
Maisonneuve and Sherbrooke to 
encourage locals to attend. “We 
were looking to breathe some 
inspiration into a project that's 
been discussed for 30 years; she 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 


A title Hike “Makino Love with 
Jesus” may not appeal to all 
tastes. If AA Bronson'’s keynote 
address doesn't rouse your 
interest, some of the other big 
names at the Art+Religion sym- 
posium from April 15 to 17 just 
might. 

The pot-stirring artist, healer, 
and 2009 recipient of an hon- 
orary doctorate from Concordia 
is headlining the fourth annual 
Max and Iris Stern International 
Symposium, co-organized by 
the Musée dart contemporain 
de Montréal and Concordia. 

Associate professor Tim Clark 
from Fine Arts proposed the col- 
laboration to the MAC three 
years ago. Francois LeTourneux, 
associate curator, got behind 
the idea. 

Clark has an interest in theol- 
ogy and post-secular theory. He 
teaches Topics in Art and 
Ideology, a graduate-level 
Studio Arts course. 


Nearly four-dozen people meet on April | in Burritoville to brainstorm Sir George Williams Campus 
improvements. 


said, of various initiatives to 
unify and revitalize that area of 
the Sir George Campus. 

In the end, the discussions 
focused on very basic and easily 
adopted modifications. “People 
talked about traffic calming, 
and having a bulletin board so 
that neighbours could. learn 
about campus events and post 
their own; said Davis. “One per- 


son suggested offering passes to 
residents for outdoor concerts 
and events, especially during 
student orientation. Davis 
added that CSU representatives 
at the meeting were positive 
about the idea. 

The biggest plans involve 
cleaning up, and. greening up, 
the area. Davis has the support 
of design professor pk langshaw 





who set her students to the task. 
Their final projects for DART 
392 involve elaborate plans to 
construct planters, seating and 
other environmentally aware 
initiatives intended to encour- 
age interaction along Mackay 
and on the terrace behind the 
Hall Building. The projects 
include analyses of sun patterns 
and the possibility of a vertical 


Where art and religion collide 


Symposium regroups international scholars 


“Many of my students took 
this class not knowing what it 
really was about but they were 
quickly fascinated by the issues, 
he says. 

Clark hopes to open up dis- 
cussion about a number of 
issues relating to contemporary 
art, religion and post-secular- 
ism. 

The symposium is drawing 
international specialists from 
multiple disciplines, including 
Catherine Pickstock from the 
University of Cambridge, Boris 
Groys from New York University 
and Iftikhar Dadi from Cornell 
University. 

The organizers, which also 
included Pamela Bright from 
theological Studies, Loren 
Lerner from art history, Jeremy 
Stolow from communication 
studies and doctoral candidate 
Sara Terreault, beat out heavy 
competition for a SSHRC grant 
to fund the conference. 

As the event program 
explains, “the world of contem- 


porary art seems to have pre- 
served a form of discursive inhi- 
bition vis-a-vis the issue of reli- 
gion. 

According to LeTourneux, 
most contemporary art is 


derived from modern art, which 
is linked to secular principles. 


He goes on to say that most so- 
called “enlightened” people in 
the last few decades just expect- 
ed secularization to take place 
globally. 

“Now, people are discussing 
the return of religion, but of 
course it never left,’ he says. 
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herb garden. 

Davis said that the 
Sustainability Action Fund and 
the Quartier Concordia 


Committee are committed to 
supporting projects to revitalize 
the space. 

Davis knows this is the first 
step in an ongoing conversation. 
“There wasn't total agreement, 
she said of the initial meeting 
held off campus at Burritoville. 
More conversations will likely 
take place over the summer, as 
the clean-up gets underway. 
And some urban planning stu- 
dents intend to take the neigh- 
bours’ comments to the city to 
integrate into their plans for the 
area. 

Other suggestions included a 
local farmers’ market and more 
weekend activities to involve res- 
idents who work during the 
week. Davis hopes to include 
those located one block south (on 
Mackay and Bishop between De 
Maisonneuve and St. Catherine) 
in the fall. The project will be led 
by Allison Reid (urban planning) 
and Pauline Lambton (urban 
studies) in September. 


The debate begins with open- 
ing remarks at 9 a.m. in the 
Cinquiéme Salle at Place des 
Arts. Regular admission is $15 
($10 for students and friends of 
the MAC). For program details, 
visit contemporaryartreligion. 
blogspot.com. 





The fourth Max and Iris Stern International Symposium will unite academics, artists, educators, students and 
the public for a discussion about contemporary art and religion. 
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Professional dancer and choreographer 
Sarah Steben knew exactly what kind of 
event she wanted to organize when her 
professor assigned the class to plan, 
implement and evaluate a recreation 
program worth 65% of their final grade. 

In fact, her classmate Megan Foster 
had the same idea - a low-cost work- 
shop for all levels taught by experienced 
dancers. 

Together with four others students, 
they recruited So You Think You Can 
Dance finalist Jayme Rae Dailey and her 
twin sister Jenny to run two workshops 
at Studio A, a West Island dance studio 
where they all worked. 

“We've been reading about con- 
straints. People have barriers including 
cost, access to facilities, they don't feel 
like theyre good enough, and so on, 
says Steben, a second year leisure sci- 
ences major. 

Though they hoped to attract 20 peo- 
ple to each session on March 13, they 
ended up with double. The benefit 


_ raised $1 340 for cystic fibrosis. 


Lecturer Steven Henle has been 
teaching the 300-level applied human 
sciences course, called Community 
Recreation Program Planning, for three 





The Dance for a Cis Ss riahions were led by sisters ona Rae and = Dailey. Jayme 
Rae studied contemporary dance at Concordia for a year. 


years. The course's foundational princi- 
ple is problem-based service learning. 

“At the beginning of the semester, we 
brainstorm about problems that can be 
solved through community recreation, 
Henle says. 

The students develop a needs assess- 
ment to make sure the program they are 
creating has a realistic benefit for the 
participants. 7 

In some cases, groups approach the 
executive director of an organization to 
ask, “Do you have a program youve 


always wanted to implement?” 

“The definite highlight for me was the 
implementation, says star rugby player 
Jackie Tittley. She is a volunteer coach 
for the juvenile girls rugby team at St. 
Thomas High School, her alma mater 
and was recently named Concordia 
University Athlete of the Year along with 
linebacker Cory Greenwood. 

Her group was composed of several 
St. Thomas rugby alumni who recog- 
nized the contribution the team made 
to their high school experience. 
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They ran a rugby 101 session for stu- 
dents in grades 7 to 9 which included 
ball handling, passing, defence, game 
theory, rules and terminology. Z 


Tittley says that the assignment 


helped her get a taste of what running a 
public program would be like. She 
learned to make changes when things 
didn't go according to plan, which as 
she puts it, “highlights the importance 
of having a back up plan and being able 
to think on your feet. 


In addition to the event, students are 


also evaluated on their responses to two 
case studies presented by guest speak- 
ers from the field as well as professional 
merit, in which part of the mark comes 
from peer- and self-assessments. 


“My first semester all my classes were 


pretty standard: lecture, teacher puts 
the notes up on Moodle, study for the 
exams. This class was definitely one | 
will remember and one that will help 
me later on; says Steben, who has high 
praise for Henle. 


“The course could easily be dull if the 


professor was not engaging. He really 
makes you think. He made the course 
exciting and I feel that this is what the 
university experience should be. 


For more about the applied human 


sciences, visit ahsc.concordia.ca. 


Bill 94 is counterproductive, says Religion Chair 


MICHAEL KEEGAN 


Bill 94, the Quebec governments attempt 
to clarify the terms for providing reason- 
able accommodation in its dealings with 
the public, creates more problems than it 
solves, says the Chair of Concordias 
Department of Religion. 

The Charest administrations proposed 
legislation would prevent individuals from 
receiving government services and prevent 
government employees from providing 
such services if their faces are covered, in 
cases where “reasons of security, commu- 
nication or identification warrant it. 

Lynda Clarke, assistant professor in 
Iranian Studies and chair of the 
Department of Religion, says that although 
the legislation affects only a handful of 
Quebec women who wear the niqgab (veil) 
or burqa ( full-body covering), the effect on 
them is quite negative. 

“By pointing out this rare occurrence, it 
raises emotions and directs them toward a 
very tiny group; says Clarke. “Its unpro- 
ductive. It’s productive only of conflict, and 
it’s a false conflict.’ 

She believes there may be as few as one 
or two dozen women wearing such dress 
on the island of Montreal. 

In Clarke's opinion, by targeting the 
practices of a minute group of Muslims, 
the legislation reinforces an anti- 


Muslim prejudice that affects the entire 
community. 

“Two of my graduate students who wear 
the hijab (headscarf) have been 
approached by complete strangers on at 
least three separate occasions to say to 
them that they approve of the bill, she 
says. A colleague who is vehemently 
against the practice of face covering 
opposes the bill “because it is hostile to her 
community,’ says Clarke. “It makes things 
worse. 

Clarke believes the proper approach to 
accommodation requests is to deal with 
people as individuals. 

“One mediates between individuals. And 
if no mediation is possible, then perhaps 
one would have to do something, but then 
one hasn't excluded a whole class, she 
explains, questioning the point of such a 
law. “I think the intent is to send a message 
to a whole group. I think this society - 
Quebec society - is a better society than 
that. I see tolerance and courtesy every- 
where. This gives an image to the contrary. 

Clarke is part of the core faculty of the 
Iranian Studies program within the 
Religion department. She says the interdis- 
ciplinary program draws international 
attention to a group of people working 
within the university in the field of Iranian 
culture, and attracts more applicants than 
it can handle. 


Clarke has also just completed — with 
support from the Ontario Law Society, the 
Canadian Council of Muslim Women and 
legal advisors — the creation of a Muslim 
Marriage Contract Kit. Clarke describes it 
as a liberal and progressive project, put 
together exclusively by women, and draw- 
ing on Islamic tradition. As in other faiths, 
marriage within Islamic tradition is 


framed as a contract. The kit is a tool for 
interested couples to discuss and imple- 
ment clauses that expand the basic mar- 
riage contract and which, in Muslim tradi- 
tion, often specify benefits for women. 
Clarke gives as a typical example an agree- 
ment on furthering the education of both 
spouses, higher learning being very impor- 
tant within Islam. 


‘Simone de Beauvoir Institute e responds to Bill 94 


- agree that the government 
- should be doing more to 
: ensure gender equality, we 


‘that “regulating women’s 
public religious expression 
and denying them access to 


| ‘Corporat Simone de nepiennat services and 
x ‘Beauvoir Institute has issued public life is not a step in 
_ apublic response to Bill94.__—‘ the direction of gender 
Inits statement, theinsti- equality’ | 
tute said that “while we | Spokesperson Gada 


Mahrouse explained by _ 
Rachel 


email that in 2007 the insti- 


tute issued “a critical femi- 


é argue that this is not nist . response” to the — 
: achieved by creating a false Commission de consultation ; 
opposition between secular sur les pratiques daccom- 
values and religion, but modement reliées aux dif- 
: rather by attending to gen- _férences culturelles and the | 
der-based violence, poverty, Conseil du statut. dela At 
women's health, and femme du Québecs subse- p 
- women’s access to educa- quent intervention, fearing fy 
- tion and work” It added _ they would lead to legisla-— 


tion limiting rather than — 
improving women’s rights. 
“With. Bill 94” she said, 


“that legislation fase now 


been tabled; and the insti- ; 


tute decided ‘it was ‘once — 
again important to offer a 


feminist response. 


Mahrouse, Trish Salah, 
: Berger, Candis 
Steenbergen, and Debbie 


Lunny drafted the state-_ 
ment with feedback from 
other members of the. 
Institute, and the School of 
Comune and Public | 


gual. version has han post- | 


ed on the institute's. website 


at wsdb, concordia.ca and is 
being distributed to various 


“media outlets. 





9 


CONCORDIA JOURNAL | April 15, 2010 


II Ii I 


Program supports international work 


Student on development exchange learns to console and offer hope 


KAREN HERLAND 


Simone Hanchet felt overwhelmed last 
fall sitting in on a trauma counselling ses- 
sion for women who had experienced 
genocide, the displacement of war and 
domestic violence in Kigali, Rwanda. 

“I wasn't sure what I could contribute. 
Afterwards, a woman said that my pres- 
ence there (as a Western stranger) was a 
sign that God loved them...and I realized 
it really wasn’t about me, said Hanchet. 

The Masters in Public Policy and 
Public Administration student presented 
her experiences at a special meeting 
organized by the Geography 
Undergraduate Student Society on April 
1. Under the theme Projects and Places, 
Hanchet began with some statistics 
about Rwanda, a country she had little 
experience with before she got off the 
plane last July. 

Some of the figures she presented were 
starting In a country of 9 million people 

the most densely populated of all 

Afvscen mations), 42% are under 15 years 
of as= The country’s population includes 
13 mim orphans. 

Henchet was able to travel to Rwanda 
for five months-with the Students for 
Development Program of the Association 
of Universities and Colleges of Canada 
(AUCC} Hanchet was supported 





MPPPA student Simone Hanchet presented her experiences while in Rwanda. Her earrings 
were made by women there in a microcredit project. 


throughout the program by William 
Cheaib at Concordia International. 

The situation in Rwanda, and her own 
interests, led her to Kigalis association 


Tubahumarize (which translates into ‘let 


us console and give them hope.). 

The group initially offered group trau- 
ma counselling for women who were 
dealing with the legacy of the Rwandan 


genocide, which killed 10% of the coun- 
try's population, coping with the loss of 
loved ones, the violence they had experi- 
enced and collective grief. Many of the 
women had also been raped, Rwanda 
being a region where HIV infection was 
often used as a weapon of war. “They say 
that men were killed with machetes, and 
women were killed slowly with HIV: 
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Hanchet said the organization's 
founder recognized that, in addition to 
support for victims of violence, those 
using the services also needed hope 
going forward. Now, the association 
also offers a microcredit loan program, 
offering women the means to start or 
equip their own cottage industries in 
crafts. Before she went to Kigali, 
Hanchet and other volunteers raised 
funds in Canada to buy sewing 
machines. Upon her arrival, she helped 
establish classes. She also found herself 
teaching English as a second language 
to residents of one of the 


Commonwealth's newest additions and 


teaching yoga. In her capacity-building 
role, she also wrote funding proposals, 
designed internal financial and pro- 
grammatic reporting mechanisms, and 
developed communications materials 
for the organization. 

“I didn’t really know what I was going 
to do when I went down there,’ she told 
the students who came to hear her pres- 
entation. “I was surprised by how many 
skills I had to share just by virtue of my 
Western education.’ 

Hanchet continues to work with the 
group, organizing fundraising initiatives 
here in Canada. She invites anyone to get 
involved by visiting Tubahumurize's 
Facebook page. 


ee 


Co-op students show and tell 


Thirty students participate in Co-op Student Showcase 


ANNA SARKISSIAN 





School, work, school, work. Three to four 
years of back-to-back work terms and 
school semesters may sound like a chal- 
lenge. 

But for students enrolled in degree pro- 
erams via the Institute for Co-operative 
Education, the payoff is huge. 

Thirty students had a platform to talk, 
about their experiences during the Co-op 
Student Showcase posters presentation 
in the EV lobby on April 8. 

“Our co-op students graduate with a 
competitive advantage, says Chen 
Huang, interim director of the institute. 
“Over the last 30 years, thousands of stu- 
dents have benefited from co-op, a pro- 
gram at the forefront of educational inno- 
vation.’ 

Work terms are typically four months 
long and students are hired by private 
industry, not-for-profit organizations 
and government agencies. This three- 
way partnership benefits the student, the 
university and the employer. 

Biochemistry student Shihadeh Anani 
didn't know about co-op when he first 
came to Concordia. A friend told him 


about it and he was immediately interest- 
ed. 

Anani got hands-on experience in a lab 
doing Alzheimer’s research at Merck 
Frosst Canada and evaluating various 
applications of two biological tools at 
PerkinElmer BioSignal Inc. He liked the 
change of pace from work to school. 

“I loved the experience and the work 
that I was doing, so I was into it,’ he says. 

Plus, the salary helped ease the finan- 
cial burden of going to school full-time. 
‘On average, Anani earned $15 an hour 
and is graduating with no student debt. 
His academics didn't suffer either; he was 
on the Deans List. 

Accountancy student Matthew Battah 
completed work terms at Casansa Design 
and the Canada Revenue Agency. His 
poster listed a number of benefits of his 
government job: his job was relevant to 
his degree and future career; he expand- 
ed his network; and he collaborated with 

"a diverse group of people with different 
outlooks and perspectives. Battah has 
secured a third term with one of the top 
accounting firms, Pricewaterhouse- 
Coopers. 
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Co-op student Shihadeh Anani explains his research to Nadine Benjamin, senior coordina- 


tor of the program, during the Co-op Student Showcase on April 8. 


Anani has similar praise for his envi- 
ronment. “My employers were very sup- 
portive. I learned at my own pace, he 
says. “Now I tell all my friends to join. It’s 
worth it.’ 

The institute was approved by Senate 
in 1980 and is celebrating its thirtieth 


anniversary this year. Co-op now has 
more than 1 200 students participating in 
over 40 experiential learning programs 
across the university, with more than 
2 100 grads since the beginning. 

For more information, visit co-op. 
concordia.ca. 
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2010 CCSL and CUVI Awards gala 


Annual event honours exceptional Concordians 


“This evening is all about those who 
make things better, said a beaming Dean 
of Students Elizabeth Morey from the 
podium at the Montefiore Club April 8. 
The atmosphere at the annual Concordia 
Council on Student Life (CCSL) Awards 
ceremony is always ebullient. This year 
was no different. 

The event honours Concordia stu- 
dents, staff and faculty who have made 
an exceptional contribution to student 
life or services. 

This year, eight CCSL awards were 
given out. 

The evening began with Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Technical Supervisor 
Miriam Posner receiving the Lina 
Lipscombe CCSL staff award to for her 30 
years of service to the university as a stu- 
dent, staff and volunteer. 

Posner, who called recently retired 
Lipscombe “not only a close friend,.but a 
role model; said of the award: “It’s more 
than special, it’s priceless.’ 

The second CCSL staff award was 
given to Rich SwamiNathan, who came 
Concordia from Western University to 
establish the Alternative Spring Break 
(see Journal, March 4, 2010). 

CCSL awards were also given to four 
faculty and staff members; Journalism 
Professor Brian Gabrial, Exercise Lab 
Instructor Christina Grace, Religion 


Theology Professor Andre Gagné. 

Gagné, who was celebrated for the 
attentive mentoring of his students, cred- 
ited the award to the guidance he 
received as a PhD student in Biblical 
Studies at UdeM and Université de 
Louvain in Belgium years ago. “You can 
never give what you haven't received, he 
said. 

Two students also received CCSL 
Awards; former VP Services Loyola and 
CSU President-elect Prince Ralph Osei, 
and Cinema Politica co-organizer Svetla 
Turnin. 

“To come from Africa to walk down the 
halls of Concordia is an honour in itself, 
said Osei. “I have to give back to my com- 


» 


munity. 
CUVI Awards 

This also marked the first year of the 
Concordia University Volunteer Initiative 
(CUVI) awards. Handed out to students, 
staff and faculty who have made an 
exceptional contribution to the commu- 
nity outside of the university, 11 CUVI 
awards were distributed. 

Among student winners were Ashley 
Alton, Farah Haddad, Julian Egery, 
Thomas Prince, Eileen Wong and Ruby 
Jean Van Vliet Hagman. 

Counselling and Development 
Strategic Learning Supervisor Anna 





Winners of 2010 CCSL and CUVI awards celebrate after the ceremony, April 8. 


Community Development Director 
Lance Evoy (who will be retiring May 31) 
were among award winners for staff. 

School of Community and Public 
Affairs Principal Eric Shragge took home 
a volunteer honour. 

As well, CUVI awards were given to 
groups Art of Living Concordia and the 
Interfaith Ambassador Program leader- 
ship team. 


Spirit of Giving Award 
A new addition this year, President 


of Giving Award. The inaugural award 
was given to the many students, staff and 
faculty who contributed to the effort to 
help Haiti following the Jan. 12 earth- 
quake ~ a combined effort involving 
more than 60 people who raised more 
than $20 000 and numerous boxes of 
clothing and food. 

Accepting the award, President of the 
Haitian Students Association Randolph 
Pierre expressed his appreciation to Morey 
and the Dean of Students office for their 
exceptional support during the time follow- 
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Professor Carly Daniel-Hughes and Marczewska, and _ Institute for Judith Woodsworth announced the Spirit —_ing the devastation of his home country. 


Call for Nominations: Speaker of Senate 


Annual Athletics Banquet 


In accordance with the enabling legisiation regarding the Speaker of Senate, Senate 
Steering Committee is submitting a nomination for Speaker of Senate: Donald Boisvert. 
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The enabling legislation also provides for receipt of nominations from the community-at- 
large in accordance with the provisions set out below. 
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The Speaker is elected for a one-year term, which is renewable upon re-appointment by 

Senate. The role of the Speaker is to move the debate along; keep a speaker's list; know 

the rules of Senate and university rules that affect Senate; maintain parliamentary order; 

and remain neutral and not enter into the substance of the debate. This is not a paid posi- 

tion. 

|. All internal part-time and full-time members of the Concordia University community 
including students, faculty, staff and administrative personnel are eligible to make nom- 
inations. 

. All internal part-time and full-time members of the Concordia University community 
who have served on Senate in a previous ar current year as voting or non-voting mem- 
bers, or as permanent observers, including students, faculty, staff and administrators, 
are eligible to be nominated. 

Nominations must be signed by five (5) members of the internal university communt- 
ty, one of whom must be a current voting member of Senate (see list online at cjour- 
nal.concordia.ca), and be signed by the nominee indicating her or his acceptance of the 
nomination and willingness to serve if elected. 

Nominations must be received by the Director, Board and Senate Administration, S- 
GM 801-23, no later than 5 p.m. on May 7. ; 


Nominations will be presented and voted on at the Senate meeting of May 21 in accor- 
dance with the voting procedures contained in the enabling legislation, as amended by 
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tt cover his expenses. In addition t . zs various heath ‘related | 
DANIELLE TESSIER, DIRECTOR, BOARD AND SENATE ADMINISTRATION | | causes, he has supported Centraide, 
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THURS., APRIL 15 


ge University of the Streets Café 


“Travel: What are we searching for? What do we hope to 
find?” Admission free. Donations appreciated. 


Marché du Vieux, 8 St-Paul St.E. | 7 to 9 p.m. 


univeafe.concordia.ca 
THURS., APRIL 15 AND FRI., APRIL 16 


gr PhD in Humanities Annual Student 


Conference 


Keynote speaker Amelia Jones will give a lecture titled, 
“Performance: Time, Space and Cultural ‘Value’’ More info, 
including the conference program, available online. 


S-H 763 | cissc.concordia.ca 
THURS., APRIL 15 TO SAT., APRIL |7 


F international Max and Iris Stern 


conference ART+RELIGION 


Concordia is a proud collaborator in this annual conference 
that seeks to expand on previous groundwork by bringing 
together eminent international specialists belonging to a 
variety of disciplines to pursue the charting of theoretical 
points of contact between the worlds of contemporary art 
and religion. 

MAC, ——_ uel Place des arts 





Se) Montreal International Classical 
Guitar Festival and Competition 

Now im its ninth edition, the theme this year is Guitarist- 
Composers. 


Loyola Chapel and Oscar Peterson Concert Hall 
nmorsac_comoond:a.ca/news-and-events 


THURS., APRIL 15 TO SUN., APRIL 18 


€ Black plague play Red Noses 


Billed 2s the funniest play ever written about the Black 
Plagne, Red Noses is a play by Peter Barnes, directed by Joel 
Miller and features a cast of 25 theatre students. 


DXB Glarke Theatre | Multiple times | 
$10 ($5 for seniors and students) 
e Contemporary Dance year-end show 


Came see performances by our contemporary dance stu- 
dents. 


Moyse Hall, 853 Sherbrooke St.W. | dance.concordia.ca | 
$15 ($10 for students and seniors) 


FRI., APRIL 16 


gee We Value Native Heritage workshop 

First Nations, Métis and Inuit student face many challenges 
in attending and engaging in post-secondary education. 
This workshop will provide msight on their unique needs. 
Manon Tremblay and Momingstar, both of the Centre for 
Native Education, will explore how improve the quality of 
their experience, and promote their well-being through a 
better understanding of Aboriginal cultures, languages, his- 
tory and contemporary issues. 

S-H 763 | 10:30am. 


ONGOING - UNTIL APRIL 20 


& Ceramics Undergraduate Student 
Exhibition 
Come see what our ceramics students have learned. 


Galerie. Gaia, 1590 Laurier St. E. | 514-598-5444 or 
Ssayurilcom/StadioArts 


ext. 4742 


WED., APRIL 21 


gf University of the Streets Café 


“Women's Work: Why are the textile arts not really considered 
art?” Admission is free though donations are appreciated. 


Ethik, 6050 St-Hubert (corner Rosemont) | 7 to 9 p.m. 


univcafe.concordia.ca 


APRIL 21 TO APRIL 25 
gi Blue Metropolis Literary Festival 


Many Concordians are involved in this twelfth edition of 
Blue Met. 


Multiple locations and times | bluemetropolis.org 
THURS., APRIL 22 


@® Sustainable Supply Chains 


Michael V. Russo (University of Oregon) will present a lec- 
ture titled, “Efficiency meets Responsbility: Configuring an 
Accountable and Responsible Supply Chain.’ The lecture is 
the result of a collaboration between the David O’Brien 
Centre for Sustainable Enterprise and McGill's Desauttels 
Faculty of Management. 


S-MB 6.255 | noon to 1 p.m. 
johnmolson.concordia.ca/sustainable 


SUN., APRIL 25 


3 Blue Met Children’s Festival 


Théatre Tout 4 Trac performs a theatrical production of 
Alice in Wonderland in English for children ages six to 10. 
French show held Sat., April 24 at Maison de la culture 
Frontenac — see website or call for details. 


Pierrefonds Cultural Centre, 13850 Gouin Blvd.W. 
514-624-1118 or www.bluemetropolis.org 
APRIL 29 AND APRIL 30 


SF & Montreal Jewish Life: The 


Thirties and Forties 


The Concordia Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies, in col- 
laboration with the McCord Museum, are pleased to present 
this two-day symposium. 


McCord Museum, 690 Sherbrooke St.W. 
tinyurl.com/MtlJewishLife 


FRI., APRIL 30 


ge University of the Streets Café 


The Storytelling Café and Celebration. Admission free. 
Donations appreciated. 


Rad’a Montreal, 841 Gilford (@ Saint-André) | 7 to 9 p.m. 


univcafe.concordia.ca 


APRIL 30 TO MAY 2 


© Arrivals and Departures 


This is the graduate design certificate students’ year-end 
exhibition, showcasing digital technologies in design art 
practice. 


FOFA Gallery, S-EV 6th and 7th | arrivalsanddepartures.ca 








Fred Bedford 


The Concordia community mourns the passing of 
Professor Emeritus Frederick “Fred” Warren 
Bedford, L BA 45, S BSc 57, on March 21 after a 
lengthy battle with emphysema. 

The Avonmore, Ont. resident was a popular stu- 
dent at Loyola, where he remained as a teacher 
after graduation when his classmates left to pursue 
careers elsewhere. He was active in the Canadian 
Officers’ Training Corps with rank of qualified 
Major from 1939 to 1947, Intelligence Corps until 
1952 and then joined the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

Bedford taught all levels of mathematics for 20 
years at Loyola College, Sir George Williams 
University and eventually at Concordia until his 
retirement in 1981. He had attained the rank of 
associate professor in 1965 and by 1970, he was 
director of the Master in the Teaching of 
Mathematics program, which was the first of its 
kind in the country. 

Bedford knew the value of giving back: through- 
out his lifetime, he coached junior football for two 
years, he was volunteer president of the Canadian 
Cancer Society, and he was a founding member of 
the Ontario Senior Games. He was business man- 
ager of Loyola College and briefly of the Athletic 
department at Loyola High School. He was also an 
artist, from his early theatre days in a production of 
Arsenic and Old Lace, to his woodworking and 
painting in his later years. 

He is survived by children Judith and David, his 
wife Rene and her four children, his brother Russell, 
numerous nieces, nephews, 13 grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. He is predeceased by his 
first wife Norma Bell and his brother David. 

Two guest books are available online: 
tinyurl.com/FredBedford (until April 23) and here: 
tinyurl.com/FredBedford2. 





Mervin Butovsky 


The Concordia community is deeply saddened by the 
passing of Professor Emeritus Mervin “Mesh” 
Butovsky on April 6. 

Known for his lifelong commitment to scholarship 
and his deep love of the written word, Butovsky’s 
teaching focused on twentieth-century British and 
American literature and the history of American 
Literature, while his graduate seminars and research 
activities concentrated on modern Jewish writing, 
including the American-Jewish novel, Jewish writing 
in Canada, the fiction of Saul Bellow, and literature of 
the Holocaust. 

He co-edited volumes of studies on the history and 
culture of the Montreal Jewish community and was 
involved in a project with Kurt Jonassohn to collect, 
publish and distribute the unpublished memoirs of 
Holocaust survivors in Canada. Butovsky taught at 
Concordia and its related institutions for four 
decades until his retirement in 1996. 

He leaves to mourn his beloved wife Rebecca 
(Rivka) Caplan and many friends, both here and 
abroad. A funeral was held April 8 at Paperman & 
Sons and Butovsky was buried at the Hebrew Sick 
Benefit Association Cemetery. A guest book is avail- 
able online until May 7: tinyurl.com/Butovsky. 

Contributions in his memory may be made to 
Concordia’s Mervin Butovsky Memorial Scholarship 
Fund (call Brad Skog at ext. 3884 or go to 
giving.concordia.ca). 
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Consultation underway 





to expand mission of Loyola Chapel 


Marie-Céline Charron performs at the multi-faith celebration held in the Loyola Chapel on 





April 7. Morningstar of the Centre for Native Education looks on. 





On Tuesday, April 13, the Department of 
Mechanical and Industrial Engineering 
(MIE) held its Annual Design & Awards Day 
Ceremony. Professors, students, and under- 
graduates gathered for the special event, 
which honours overall academic achieve- 
ment, as well as the best Capstone proj- 
ects by students in the department. 
Teaching excellence within MIE was also 
recognized, with awards presented to 
Professors Nadia Bhuiyan and Nabil Esmail 
(the former dean of ENCS). The ceremony 
wrapped up with surprise recognition 


Mechanical Engineering Awards 





BNW JW 





from all MIE members for Martin Pugh, 
who was praised for his four years of out- 
standing leadership as Department Chair. 
For a full list of winners as well as a photo 
slideshow from the event, please visit 
encs.concordia.ca. 

Team members from the Capstone 
project entitled Design and Construction 
of an Atomic Force Microscope pose with 
their supervisor Rolf Wuthrich (left) as 
they receive the prestigious Richard 
Cheng Design Award for Mechanical 
Engineering. 
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KAREN HERLAND 


Being Loyola Chapel Development 
Officer is the latest chapter in a decades- 
long relationship Stephen Sims has main- 
tained with the building constructed in 
1933. 

Sims attended services in the chapel as 
a child in the 50s, and later as a student at 
Loyola College. He was the first lay chap- 
lain at the Loyola Chapel ministry in the 
70s. After years of work with people with 
drug addictions in India and Montreal, he 
chose to launch his book on spiritual 
growth at the chapel in February 2009. 

It was then that he learned that the local 
archdiocese had decided to withdraw the 
priest posted to the chapel. Although not 
deconsecrating the space, they have asked 
the university to offer the chapel as a multi- 
faith space. Subsequently, the university 
gave Sims a mandate to find a renewed 
purpose for the space. 

Sims’ mission wil] involve consultation 
with the university community, and resi- 
dents around the West-end campus in 
the development of a new role for the 
chapel that he describes as “innovative 
and relevant to the needs of students in 
contemporary society while preserving 
the chapel’s tradition as a sacred space. 

The project is directed through the 
Dean of Students Office. Multi-faith 
Chaplain Ellie Hummel said the chapel is 
ideally suited for programming of various 
sorts as well as “a space of calm, peace, 


meditation and centering. 

Sims said the chapel has been open to 
various forms of multi-faith program- 
ming since the 80s and 90s, reflecting the 
changing population and a broader defi- 
nition of spirituality. 

Since he took on the position in 
November, he has been actively soliciting 
input from across the university on the 
chapel’s future. Some of the ideas in the 
works include weekly speakers and films 
on spiritual issues, activities promoting 
mind/body wellness. such as yoga and 
meditation, projects and programs that 
actively engage and support the commu- 
nity; visual and performance arts; proj- 
ects related to eco-spirituality and sus- 


_tainability; and continued use for reli- 


gious liturgies, weddings and funerals. 

Devin Wells, a recent graduate of Fine 
Arts (BFA 09) will be assisting with coor- 
dination of the project. Other student 
involvement has included a student-led 
consultation on visioning and program- 
ming. The project was awarded just 
under $13 000 from the Sustainability 
Action Fund, to help pilot and support its 
fruition. 

“There are a lot of students who have 
never been in the chapel. We want to har- 
ness the spiritual creativity of 44 000 stu- 
dents and the west-end community,’ said 
Sims. 

The current plan is to launch a new pro- 
gram in September. Anyone with ideas for 
the space is encouraged to contact Sims, 





Signs of Spring: Greenhouse Coordinator Arlene Throness (centre) explains the 
specifics of plant care to Office of Research Systems Consultant Matthew Adie and University 
Communication Services photographer Emily Gan, during the greenhouse’s plant sale. 
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